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Browsers, Plug-ins and Web sites

Three different kinds of tools:
• Browsers. The best tool for seeing how a site 
performs is a browser. In 2011, the most 
popular browsers were Internet Explorer 8 and 
9, Firefox 3 and 4, Safari 4 and 5, and Webkit
[Webkit is the basis of Safari, Chrome, and 
most smartphone and tablet Web browsers]
• Plug-ins: Firefox is the leader in browser plug-
ins
• Web sites as tools: many Web sites help you 
build or evaluate Web sites



Free Web Tools: Ghostery

Ghostery is a Firefox/Safari/Chrome/IE 
plug-in that tracks Web bugs



Free Web Tools: Ghostery II



Free Web Tools: Ghostery III



Free Web Tools: Ghostery IV



Free Web Tools: Wappalyzer

� Wappalyzer uncovers technology used to 
build a site.



Free Web Tools: Wappalyzer II

� Wappalyzer puts icons in the location bar. 
Clicking the icon takes you to a Wapalyzer
page with information on that technology.



Free Web Tools: Web Developer

� Large toolkit for Web developers
� Disable cache, images, Java, JavaScript, 

CSS for site checks.
� Display alt tags, image dimensions, file 

sizes.
� View document outline, size
� Validate HTML, CSS, Section 508
� Many other features



Free Web Tools: Web Developer II

� Disable styles



Free Web Tools: Web Developer III

� Disable styles



Free Web Tools: Web Developer IV

� View outline



Free Web Tools: Web Developer V

� View outline



Free Web Tools: Web Developer VI

� Document size



Free Web Tools: Web Developer VII

� Document size



Free Web Tools: Link Evaluator

� Automate link checking.



Free Web Tools: Link Evaluator II



Free Web Tools: Link Evaluator III



Free Web Tools: Safari Web Inspector

� Safari includes Web developer tools, but 
they must be turned on in Preferences



Free Web Tools: Safari Web Inspector II

� New menu appears in tool bar



Free Web Tools: Safari Web Inspector III

� Load
time
histogram



Free Web Tools: Safari Web Inspector IV

� Load
size
histogram



Free Web Tools: Safari Web Inspector V

� Inspect
element



Free Web Tools: Firebug
◦ Firebug is a Firefox Add-on that gives you a wealth of 

development tools in your browser. You can edit, debug, and 
monitor CSS, HTML, and JavaScript live on any web page.

http://getfirebug.com

http://getfirebug.com/


Free Web Tools: Firebug II

� HTML panel of current markup



Free Web Tools: Firebug III

� Net panel monitors HTTP communication



Free Web Tools: Firebug IV

� Console panel with an example error log



Useful Web-based tools

� NOS developers: 
https://webdeveloper.nos.noaa.gov/

� Web Content Managers Forum: 
https://forum.webcontent.gov/

� Government Web content: 
http://www.howto.gov/web-content

� Global Web stats: http://www.w3counter.com
� Page speed: http://pagespeed.googlelabs.com/
� Key word help: http://www.google.com/trends
� Section 508: http://section508.gov/
� Section 508 page check: http://wave.webaim.org
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