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�Local Cio��ip� 
January meeting 

Yokosuka Computer Club will meet 
Wednesday, January 14, at 6 p.m. in the 
General Practice Clinic Conference Room at 
the Hospital. The major topic of discussion 
will be a proposed merger with the Com
modore Users Club of Yokosuka. 

-December meeting 
For several man ths YCC has suffered 

f ram a severe shortage of officers. Final
ly, the remaining officers issued an ulti
matum: someone would step in and take 
over the club, or the officers would do
na te the club's treasury or embezzle it. 

About the same time Big Things were 
happening elsewhere. Capt. Howell, the 
new base C. 0., gave a briefing in which 

· he suggested official .base sponsorship for 
the computer club. This would provide 
one important benefit: space. In the past, 
the club could not purchase equipment 
and other "durable goads" because there 
was no place to keep such items. The clu.b 
library is housed both at 

.bulletin .board, even though they are all 
smaller than Yokosuka.) 

Also about this time, the C�mmodore 
Users Club of Yokosuka was suffering 
growing pains. Several CUCY members 
proposed a merger with YCC to create a 
new, expanded YCC. A stronger YC<;: 
would then carry on the search for per
manent quarters, setting up a bulletin 
board, etc. 

This proposal seemed very attractive 
to the YCC officers and members at the 
December meeting, and a - merger was 
unanimously approved. lf adopted PY 
CUCY at their Jan. 6 meeting, the two 
club treasuries would be combined, 
CUCY's officers would take over m�nage
ment of YCC, and CUCY would dissolve. A 
per capita portion of the treasury would 
be allocated to Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) to purchase, for example, Commo
dore 64 public domain (PD) software, Ap
ple II PD software, Amiga PD software, 
etc. The main treasury would continue to 
be used for the newsletter and, eventual-
ly, bulletin board support. 

If you would like to 
the .base library and in 
private homes, leading to 
frequent confusion. Final
ly, a long-standing project 
to set up a computer bul
letin board has been held 

I'. -'1 know more, please attend 
\\'"- // the January club meet-

up due to lack. of space. 
(By comparison, virtually 

_all computer clubs at oth
er military bases in Japan 
have both permanent 

· quarters and a computer 

\\\ . I .I ing, ambush a YCC or CU-
.J ·( CY officer, or send the ... 

editor a note. 
B u 11 et i n b o a r·d 

What is a bulletin 
board, and why $houJd· I 
care? A bulletin board is 
a- collection of pri.ograms, 
information files and 
whatever that you reach 
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Via a modem. Most bulletin board pro
grams can store Commodore, Apple, IBM, 
and whatnot programs on the same sys
tetn, allowing different machines to trade 
programs and gossip. 

For example, Zenith users who 
wonder why their machines always fail 
the video test could discover the diagnos
tics disk. is confi.gured wrong, Commodore 
CP/M users could download Apple and Os
borne CP/M utilities, and this newsletter 
could be sent straight into your machine. 
All you need to use a computer bulletin 
board is a terminal program and a mo
dem. 

S t y w a l t e r .  c o n t _  
Sk ywalker, mentioned in the last 

newsletter, apparently is not American
owned, but it does have a wide range of 
discount (U. S. -comparable) computer 
products. You can pick up an IBM PC/XT 
compatible for l"150, 000, a Bell/CCITT 1200 
baud modem for ¥35, 000 (allows you to 
reach America n and Japanese bulletin 
boards), a Las.er 128 (Apple II compa tible) 
for $395, and lons of discount software 
(heavily biased towards the IBM, but also 
Including Appl ? I I  and Mac stuff) . 

Skywalker has an ad in the Decem
ber Off Duty magazine that  includes a 
price list and il map. The store is just one 
room on the fourth floor of an office 
building, but they always have someone 
on hand who speaks English. 

E d i t o r i a l  
Yeah, this whole newsletter is edi

torial, but this is different .  lnfoWorld, 
the original " news. gossip and innuendo " 
newspaper, has recently taken a sharp 
turn to pinstripes. Once a hacker 's rag, it 
now lacks the spice and zip of the early 
years, and the editor has recen Uy writ
ten that this was deliberate. Their sur
veys, he claims, show most readers used 

micros in big business and governmen t, 
so that's what lnfoWorld will cover . . 

What the editor failed to ask is if 
this was what readers wanted. Since 
they are users, do they really need Busi
ness Week-style articles on corporate 
politics, business practices, and other 
MBA foolishness? Couldn ' t  they just buy 
Business Week instead? 

Recen tly InfoWorld started a special 
Macintosh section, saying this was done 
"in response to the growing importance"' 

of Macs in corporate environmen ts. Notice 
there is no mention of people using Macs 
-- only corporate "environments . ..  There 
is no Apple I I  section, nor Commodore, 
Xerox, Kaypro, Amiga, or even IBM sec
tion . Yet lnfoWorld thinks the Mac 
needs one to be officially "blessed. " I t 's 
thinking like this that put 300, 000 Korean 
cars in American driveways in 1986 . 

f!ano n- Lo c al CiO !a!aiP 

1 1  G S  d e  a .t t o p p u b  I i a h  i n  g 
Megahaus Corp. has announced Page,

works, a desktop publishing package, for 
the Apple J IGS. Priced at $ 125, the pro-
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gram works with Apple's Imagewriter 
and Laserwriter printers. The program 
will not run on a Ile or Ile. 

A p p l e w o r t s  2 . 0  
AppleWorks 2 .0  now automatically 

recognizes increased memory size (at 
least with Apple's memory cards), allows 
for a larger desk top, and can use Apple 
expansion memory as a RAMdisk. 

M o r e  r o o m  
Owners of Apple Ile machines can 

now get a genuine Apple 256K memory ex
pansion kit for $269, with an extra 256K 
for Just $69. There's a catch: it works on 
a redesigned I le motherboard. If you have 
an old motherboard, all U .S. Apple deal
ers will give you both the memory and 
the new motherboard for $269 -- which 
may not do you much good in Japan. 

I B M - A p p l e  
DOS BOOT, a terrible pun, is a hard

ware device for the Apple I IGS which al
lows it to run IBM PC programs. Priced at 
$500-700, the card will have 256K, two PC 
serial ports, an IBM color graphics emu
la tor, and a 4 .  77 MHz 8088 CPU. 

A m i g a  d e l a y s  
Commodore says they haven' t  given 

up on the Amiga, claiming promised 
hardware products have been delayed by 
the Federal Communications Commission. 
The placement of Amiga's bus extension 
on the side of the machine makes it diffi
cult to design products which pass FCC 
Class B certification. 

A m i g a - I B M  
Central Coast Software now has a 

file transfer program, DOS-2-DOS, for the 
Amiga that transfers all MSDOS file types 
to and from Amiga DOS. It  supports 3 .  5 

and 5. 25 inch diskettes, converts ASCII 
file line-ending characters, and supports 
path names and wild card characters in 
file names, all for $55. 

A m i g a 2 5 0 0  
Commodore is planning an Amiga 

2500 which Will include Kickstart (part of 
the Amiga operating system) in ROM, 
where it doesn't occupy any disk space or 
RAM. The 2500 will also include internal 
expansion slots, and · offer one expansion 
card allowing the Amiga to run IBM PC 
programs. 

D o w n  w i t h  M S D O S  
Apple is challenging the Army's poli

cy of standardizing on MSDOS systems, 
claiming the life-cycle costs for MSDOS 
are higher, hardware costs more 
(because of no set standard for video 
boards and expansion boards), and train
ing costs are mU<;:h higher. The Army's 
selection of MSDOS (and, by extension, 
the other services as well) has shut out 
the Macintosh from most government 
contracts, even in areas where it is 
clearly superior. Atari and Commodore, 
eager to sell their ST and Amiga ma
chines, are watching Apple's challenge 
with interest. 

F a st l a p .  w i l l  t r a v e l  
NEC is now selling the Multispeed in 

the U.S. , an IBM PC-compatible laptop 
which operates at 4 . 77 MHz and 9 . 54 MHz. 
It comes with MSDOs; 3 . 2, has two 3 . 5  
inch diskettes, a super-twist LCD flat 
display, 640K RAM and 512K ROM. The big 
ROM contains an outliner, nofrpad, tele-
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your computer club need,s you. . .  _ . to 
help fend off the faces of darkness 8!'� 
igncnnce. Volunteer ,today fa- a position of 
responsibility, help lead the c:igitat wa-fd to 
freedom, and incillge y0t1 hunger fa power, 

prestige, and hyperbole; bec�me an officerl 
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communications program, and simple da
tabase. The notepad includes a 20,000 
word dictionary. All this weighs 12 · 
pounds, runs on the built-in battery for 
4-6 hours, has serial, parallel, RGB, and 
external floppy ports, anq. costs $ 19-95 . 

W a r n i n g  
Beware -- several mail order com

panies have been causing problems for lo
cal people, either through never shipping 
items, charging more, charging high ship
ping fees, etc. Recent companies causing 
trouble include: H&E Computronics, 
Northeastern Software, PC Network 
(Chicago), and Programs Plus. On the 
other hand, ComputerWare (109 California 
Ave. ,  Palo Alt0y CA 94306) has been widely 
praised. for superb service. If you have 
any problems or praises, send them to 
the editor. 

P h o n e  h e , p  
Novation, Inc. ,  has released the MA-

100, a compact little adapter which allows 
direct connect moderns and portable laptop 
computers to use non-modular telephones 
(such as the funny decorator kind, or the 
funny Japanese kind, etc). Priced at $ 129, 
it is supposed to be compatil: le with all 
direct connect modems. 

C e r e a l .  e r .  a e r e a l  h e l p  
Several people have been having 

trouble hooking up RS-232 serial equip
ment, or running serial patc.h cables be
tween different computers. lQ Technolo
gies (118 1 1  NE First St. , Bellevue, WA 
98005) has a neat gadget that may be just 

what you need. Their Smart Cable (retail 
price: $49) automatically figures out how 
to send a signal between two serial devic
es. A built-in microprocessor sorts out 
the signals, so you don't have to buy a 
custom cable, and the price isn't much 
more than a regular cable. Your newslet
ter editor has one? (Model SC817) to con- · 
nect his Tandy Model 600 to a Macintosh, 
and has had no problems . .It comes with 
a six foot cable, and one end has both 
male and female connectors. 

T h e  g o o d  o l d  d a y s  
de Morgen1 one of Brussels leading 

daily papers, suffered a computer failure 
in early December and produced the en
tire paper by hand -- literally. All 32 
pages of articles and headlines were re
produced in pencil (the hand-drawn front 
page headline read, "Wie Schrijft Die 
Blijft") then photo-reproduced for print
ing. Just think what they could have 
done with a Macintosh, or IBM, or Apple 
11, Commodore, Atari, Timex-Sinclair, or 
even good handwriting! 

C D - R O M S .  a n y o n e ?  
Philips, the big Dutch company 

which invented the compact disc (along 
with Sony), claims to have shipped 10, 000 
CD ROM drives. Yes., but did anyone buy 
them? 

5 0 . 0 0 0  p i c t u r e s  
PC Quick-Art, Inc . ,  is working on a 

CD ROM art library -- one compact disc 
with 50, 000 images for the IBM PC or Ap
ple Macintosh. Naturally, no price has 

This is not the Midway; we 1ried to stuff it in the newsletter, but ol' CV-41 is an analog de
vice, and doesn't d!jtjze well. But if someone will send the edtcr a good b&w photo, 5x7 er larger, 
we can 1ry. (He'd also like a photo of an F/A-18.) Speaking of illuS1rations, the little pict\.res in the 
margins of last month's newsletter were- Macintosh icons. Instead of typing.in p-ogam names, you 
elicit on the icon to run a p-ogam. Each icon is just 32x32 pixels, making them one of the wa"lds 
smallest and oddest art fcrms. Amiga and Atari ST icons can appear in col«. 
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been mentioned. 
T o t a l l y  T u b u l a r 
Valley Tubular Industries, Saska

toon, Saskatchewa, has a computer chair 
which "easily converts" from "traditional 
ergonomic mode" to "the revolutionary 
orthopedic mode. " Can you sit on it, too? 

Q u o t e  o f  t h e  M o n t h  
"The paperless office is as much a 

reality as the paperless bathroom" -- Al
an Hald, Chairman, MicroAge Computer 
Stores. 

2 n d  b e a t  
Marvin Minsky, MIT's leading com

puter scientist, 
has recently 
started defin
ing AI 
[artificial in
telligence] as 
"making com
puters do 
things we 
don't know 
how to do 
yet . n 

Bargain Ada 
DOD 

wants you to 
use the Ada 
language. In fact, if you write programs 
for DOD, you're required to use Ada . But 
nobody does, since Ada was generally un
available -- until now! ALSYS, Inc. ,  14'32 
Main St. ,  Waltham, MA 02154 is just 
pleased as punch that their Ada computer 
system has been validated by the Ada 
Joint Program Office. And it runs on the 
new Zenith Z-248 machines the military 
is buying! So rush right out and send 
them an order -- send them ten orders! 
At $2, 995 a copy, how can you go wrong? 
(This price includes the required 4 mega
byte RAM board. ) 

A n o t h e r b a r g a i n  
Want to buy something useful for 

your IBM? GOLDATA has several barely 
useful desk ac�essories, but there real 
star is Chuckle Pops. Yes; for just $ 14 . 95 
(free with any order over $50) you can 
get this amazing desk. accessory which 
will put a joke up on your screen with 
just the touch of a key_ -- in the middle 

of a spread sheet, or word processor, or 
whatever! Sample: 

Patient: Doctor, how can I get rtd of 
this co�stant ringing in my ear? 

Doctor: Get an unlisted ear !  
Quality software like this runs only 

on the IBM PC or compatibles. 
Offi c i a l  c o m p u te r  o f  t h e  ·P L O  

Compaq, a leading maker of IBM PC 

clones, has a new fe�ture on th�ir Porta
ble I I :  a bomb. After several computers 
started exploding -- not just mild little 
pops, but case-destroying explosions -
Compaq issued a press release blaming 

repair techni
cians who im
properly 
''repaired,, the 
lithium bat
tery. 
C o m i n g  

h � r e ?  
Tandy 

(Radio Shack) 
is a big hit at 
some military 
exchanges in 
the U . S. Since 
September, 
Tandy's 1000SX 

and 1000EX, both IBM PC-compatibl� 
have outsold all Apple, Commodore and 
Zenith machines sold at these exchanges -
- combined. So far, just 1'35 AAPES and 35 
NEX outlets are selling the machines. 

I t  W o r t s  
Microsoft is working on an IBM PC 

integrated package with word processor, 
spreadsheet, database and telecommuni
cations, to be called Works for the PC. 
Unlike the popular Works package on the 
Macintosh, the PC version will be charac
ter based, without graphics.  

L y t e r a t e  
And now for something completely 

different:  Xerox PC Type Right. Take an 
IBM PC keyboard, plug it into the $ 199 
Type Right box, plug the box. into the PC, 
and type. When you type a word not in
cluded in the 100,000 word Type Right dic
tionary, it beeps. Marketed by Microlyt
ics, it could mark a revolution in Na-vy 
correspondence by making it readable 



Micralytics has used 
the Xerox technology to put 
an 80, 000 word dictionary 
and 80, 000 word thesaurus 
in a 128K ROM chip . The 
company thinks this 
would be just the thing for 
laptops, many of which 
are owned_ by illi terate 
newspaper journalists . 

G o o d b y e 
IBM, su!f ering a fi

nancial shortfall, has been 
pruning staff through at
trition and moving others 
to new locations. Many 
employees now claim the company's ini
tials stand for " I 've Been Moved . "  

N e x t : f l o o r s  
Microsoft secretly licensed the Mac

intosh interface for use in MS-Windows 
in 1985 . This probably means it is safe to 
use Windows on a PC -- but dangerous to 
use any other Mac-like interface since 
Apple has recently gone on record as being 
willing to " vigoro 1.1sly def end " the "visual 
copyright" of the Mac interface . Fortu
nately, the new �enith Z-248 micros pur
chased by the Navy include Windows as 
part of the standzLrd package. 

P o o r h a n d l i n g  
Those of you who took advantage of 

Advanced Logic Systems offer to trade in 
your JviacWrite disk for a $29 .  95 copy of 
Word Handler probably feel rotten -
Word Handler is terrible. However -- ALS 
has a new version out now, though they 
don't  seem to be trying hard to tell people 
about it .  If you want the new version, 
send your Word Handler disk plus $2 to : 
Advanced Logic Syst�ms, 1283 Reamwood 
Ave . , Sunnyvale, CA 94089 . 

G e t  2 ;  t h e y • r e  c h e a p 
Dynamac Computer Products Inc.  

(1536 Cole Blvd . ,  Suite 252, Bldg. 4, Golden, 
CO 80401) has announced "The Flat Mac, " · 
a Mac-Plus compatible laptop machine 
with electro1 uminescen t fla t panel screen 
(512x400), 20 to 4 0  megabyte internal hard 
disk, 300/1200 baud internal modem, and 
1 1 5/230 volt, 50/60 Hz power supply, 
weighing 18 pounds with all optio�s . Dy
na.mac made the machine compatible by 
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purchasing discounted 
Mac Plus computers di
rect from Apple, taking 
them apart� and then re
assembling them with 
different piece_s in a dif
ferent case. Priced at 
$5000 to $7000, the ma
chine will be sold 
through vertical markets 
and direct to users, not 
through retail stores . 
Colby Systems and Intell
tec have similar ma
chines which they man-
ufacture for sale to the 

federal government.-
0 e a  i g n e r  m a c h i n e s 

Rumor has it  Apple is producing 
" developer" units of the Paris worksta
tion, a modular Macintosh with 68020 
CPU, 13 in . monitor, and 4 megabytes of 
memory, some equipped with 10 MHz 
80286 coprocessors to run lBM PC-AT soft
ware. 

D r a w . p a r d n e r 
Adobe, makers of the Postscript page 

description language used in Apple's La
serwriter, will soon release Illustrator, a 
drawing program . Unlike other such pro
grams, this package will be able to take 
full advantage of Postscript, including ad
vanced shading, true curves, and font -
manipulation . First versions will be for 
the Mac, wi th a Windows- based IBM PC 
version to follow. 

N i h o n g o M a c  
E/G Word, the award-winning Japa

nese word processor for the Mac, is now 
available from Stateside sources . Counter
point Systems, P . O .  Box 1685,  Cambridge, 
MA 02138, is selling Ver. 2 . 2  for $399 
and it  isn •t copy protected .  

W h o  c a r e a ?  
!his newsletter was prepared on 

ReadySetGo ! 3, which is pretty sl_ick . I t  
includes a spelling checker, can import 
MacDraw and MacPaint graphics and 
MacWrite and Word text, can draw boxes 
and rules right on the screen, and has 
kerning -- WAV E. WAVE -- and I . e t -

t e r a p a c i n g. 
But the tabs don ' t  seem . to work . 


