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News, &ossip and I nnuendo 
from the Western Pacific 

Uol. 2 No. 6 July 1 985 
Local Gossi p 

July Meetings: wi l l  be held on the 2nd Wen. , Ju l .  
1 0 , and the 3rd Tues. , Ju1 .  1 6 , both at  6 p.m. in  
OEC ( top floor of Barracks C) . No particular 
presentations are p lanned. 
Last Month: Chris Demeyer demonstrated the 
Mocki ngboard on an Apple 1 1 . This clever gadget can 
produce stereo music ,  speech synthesis, and sound 
generation. Demeyer performed some text to 
speech conversions , b lasted the audience with 
phasers and photon torpedoes , and treated everyone 
to "Mary Had A Little Lamb. " The sound was 
excellent , but Chris did mention some frustration 
in talk ing to the board through CP /M . I f  anyone 
knows how to address the board through CP /M , 
instead of DOS 3 . 3 , contact Demeyer at NCSJ Maint. 
Dept. Box 3 ,  FPO 98762. 

James Eno and Lawrence Charters 
demonstrated MacP roject on the Macintosh. After 
the Mac performed its own,  unassisted 
demonstration of how to prepare a wide var iety of 
schedule , critical path , resource, timel i ne ,  and cost 
charts , Eno explained how he used the program to 
set up a "master " project showing an the hoops and 
hurdles in a typical Navy project. Charters pointed 
out that the NEX is sel l i ng MacProj ect for under 
$ 1 00 , and Apple is under pressure to up the price 
to $ 250- 500 so people wi 1 1  " take it serious ly. " 
Kurt Tr ich ler noted some ( less capable)  programs 
for the I BM PC run anywhere from $800  to 
$ 6500 . Several people wanted to know about the 
program ' s  capacities: rough ly 200 tasks per 
proj ect on a I 28K Mac, 2000 on a 5 1 2K Mac. 
P r i nted charts can measure from 1 0  by 8 i nches to 
94 by 48 i nches. 

The special meeti ng p lanned for June 25 
was worthwh i l e ,  but not exactly as p lanned. DoDDs 
( DoD Schools) was going to send their area 
computer coordinator to explain  wh-at the schools 
were,  or were not , offer ing i n  the Wflf of com puter 
education. A large num ber of teachers from the 
l ocal school had asked for , and scheduled , a 
workshop with the coordinator , but some [ very 
unkind word)  idiot in Yokota decided the "teachers 
aren ' t  ser ious" and cancelled everyth i ng -- without 
bother ing to ask anyone l oca l for their opi nion. 
T h is is apparently the second or th i rd ti me the 

Japan DoDDS administrators have kll lecl such 
trai ning. Com pared to a comprehensive p lan 
drafted for al l DoODS schools worldwide in 1 982 , 
Japan schools are literal ly years behind where they 
should be i n com puter education -- and guess why 

I n  spite of these frustrattons , Linda B 1ossom 
and Lawrence Charters discussed computer 
education for everyone from preschoolers to col lege 
students. B lossom showed how computers could be 
used to teach subjects other than com puter 
programming .  and discussed her use of Logo for art , 
deductive reasoning. and geometry , and exp l ai ned 
the advantages and disadvantages of standard CAI 
( com puter aided i nstruction ) packages. She felt the 
bi�t 1 1m itation i n  local schools was i nadequate 
training of the staff , too few com puters , and a 
certain "fuzziness" on the part of teachers and 
parents as to what they wanted students to learn. 
Charters , though teaching mostly at the col lege 
level , noted the same kinds of problems and 
1 1 mitat1ons are present when teaching adults. 
Late?? You may have noticed the newsletter is  
late. Maybe we need a new newsletter editor ! And 
P resident !  And Vice President ! And Treasurer ! 
Yes , fol ks , its election time !  Al l mem bers are 
strongly encouraged to volunteer themselves or 
other mem bers for office. So far , Robert 
McP herson has vol unteered to act as cl ub l ibrarian , 
and Lawrence Charters is wi l l i ng to continue as 
[ tardy] newsletter editor . Al l positions , includi ng 
these, are open for election. Warni ng: if there is 
the usual underwhelming interest in elections , the 
current officers may very wel l get together and use 
the club treasury to go on a buying b inge of I BM PC 
and Apple Macintosh software. Si nce most of you 
have Apple  1 1 s ,  you' l l  be sorry . . .  
A- 33 has reduced the price on a num ber of 
com puter peri pherals ,  and as of this writing was 
offer ing Epson FX- 80 pr i nters for $399 and 
Comrex daisy wheels for $3 1 9. They also j ust 
received an order for more Mac stuff , i ncl udi ng the 
long-sought external disk drives and new versions 
of MacWrite , MacPaint , and the Mac operati ng 
system. 
Free News: "qual lfied" i ndividuals can get a free 
subscri ption to Government Computer News by 
writi ng to: Government Com puter News , 1 620 
Elton Rd. , S i lver Spr i ngs ,  MD 20903. 

Non- Local Gossi p 
l nfomatics , a computer consu lt i ng and design 
firm , is suing DOD over a TR I M I S  ( Tri Service 
Med1cal I nformation System ) contract awarded to 
Electronic Data Systems. EDS is a supp lyer of 
medical software,  and under the contract EDS i s  
supposed to com pare var ious hospital automation 
packages , i ncl uding i ts ow n ,  for DOD use. 
l nfomatics claims ,  under the circumstances , EDS 
can hardly do an ob lective j ob .  



T RI M IS  is also i n  hot water with Congress , 
which has spent tons of money on the pro;irarn over 
the past decade but seen nothi ng come from i t. 
Congress wants to know why TR I M IS has refused to 
look at the Veterans Adm inistration computer 
system . VA \s usi ng smal l computers runni ng 
public-domain [ free] software written i n  M UM PS 
( some versions of which are also publ ic-domai n ). 
I f  the VA system were 80'.lpted , cr itics charge,  DOD 
could get a very low-cost system . Unfortunately , a 
M UM PS- based system would also put lots of high­
priced DOD program mers , systems analysts , and 
M I S  directors out of work , si nce MUMPS packages 
can be written by users w1th 1 1ttle or no help from 
professionals. 
Am iga,  Com modore's  super graphics machi ne , is  
due for release i n  Ju ly ,  and Com mooore is begJing 
computer dealers ( not mass marketers)  to carry it. 
Dealers are resisting. 
IOMEGA has done a booming business in Bernoul l i  
boxes this year . The Bernoul l i  Box is essential ly a 
floppy disk dr tve that ooesn't  flop - - the diskette is 
held in  a r igid cartr idge which allows i t  to store 
much more information ( up to 20 Mbytes). Since 
the cartr idges are removable , government agencies 
have been snapping them up for confidential work , 
as security regulations require the periodic 
removal and destruction of com puter media. This is 
pai nful when you are using a $2500 hard disk , but 
a Bernoul l i  cartridge holds j ust as m uch , is j ust as 
fast , end costs $50- 1 00 ( though the dr ive costs 
$ 1 800- 2200 ). IOME0A j ust signed a big contract 
with Tandy for dr ives,  and Maci ntosh versions have 
also been hot sellers. 
Personal Com puter Support 8roup ( PCSG) is 
sel l i ng a bettery operated 3. 5"  disk drive for the 
Radio Shack. Model 1 00 and 200 for $ 599. I t  holds 
358K per diskette. 
Personal I ntegrated Com puters ( yech , what a 
name) i s  sel l i ng P ICD ISC,  a 3.5 "  disk. system for 
the Mooel 1 00 which incl udes the CP /M operating 
system and an extra 32K of RAM to boost the system 
to 64K. P l C  claims the system wi l l  run WordStar . 
but doesn't explatn why you would want to. System 
price is $599. 
Total U. S. I B M M I PS ( mach1 ne i nstructions per 
second): I B M  3030 , 3080 , 3090 , 4300 series - -
50 ( thousand) ; 1 B  M PC's - - 550 ( thousand). 
Super Duper Com puter -- Seymour· Cray has 
released his latest, a mach i ne offeri ng a 4. 1 nsec 
clock cycle ,  256 m i l l ion 64- bit words of mai n 
memory ( 2 gigabytes) , (lne foregraund and four 
background processors,  and the UN IX  operati ng 
system . I t  weighs 5 ,500 pounds , and is total ly 
im mersed i n  a fl uorocarbon l iquid for cool ing. 
Easi ly the most powerfu l com puter ever bui l t ,  i t  
probab ly wi l l  not be a big sel ler ( at $ 1 7. 6 
m t l l fon ) si nce it i s  not I B M  PC com patible , and does 
not run Lotus 1 - 2-3  or M icrosoft F l i ght 
Si mulator . 

Apple Co-founder Steve Jobs has been demoted 
at Apple,  his day to d8y management powers 
str i pped awff{ i n  a board meeting late in May. John 
Scul ley has tak�n over most management functions , 
and Apple 1 1  advocate Del Yocam is now i n  charge of 
wordWide operations. Just a few days later , Apple 
annouced a huge layoff which , when combined with 
other layoffs this  year , cuts the company payrol l 
by over a third. 

While newspapers played this  up as a major 
disaster , dealers and users were del ighted , and 
Apple's stock made a modest recovery. Apple has 
never been in any financial danger ( the com pany 
strn has m 1 1 1 1ons of oollars sitt1ng i n  banks) ,  but a 
lack of growth and friction within the company have 
caused unease. Scul ley,  who i nvented the "Pepsi 
Generation" while at Pepsico, is widely viewed as 
someone who can fix these prob lems. 
Merger and takeover rumors have mentioned 
Apple and General Electric,  Wang , I TT , AT&T , etc. 
One observer claimed, "Apple probably isn't going 
to marry anyone ; it 's against the1 r corporate 
culture. I nstead , they' l l  j ust l ive together . " 
Dayna Communications , m uch to everyone' s 
surprise, has started shi ppi ng MacChar l ie ,  a 
$ 1 1 95 kit that al l ows a Macintosh to run I B M  PC 
software. Consisti ng of 256K of RAM , a 5.25 " disk 
dr ive , and a keyboard extension , MacChar l i e  
attaches to the Mac without any modifications to the 
Mac. When not being used as an I BM  PC, the 
MacChar l ie extension can be used as a RAM disk , 
and the Mac also has free use of the MacChar l ie 
paral lel port. 
General Motors is purchasing 8 ,000 Macs ( to !1J 
along with the 2 ,000 it already hes) and 1 0 ,000 
MacCharl ies. Dayna Comm unications is i n  shock ; 
they had expected to sel l only 1 0 ,000 MacChar l ies 
al l year. 
Microsoft has released Microsoft Logo for the Mac 
at $ 1 24. 95. I t  wi l l  be com peting agai nst 
Experlogo, which is more expensive but which 
offers 3- D graph1cs. 
Borland I ntl . wi l l  be releasing Mooula- 2 ,  C ,  and 
BASI C  com p11ers , in that order , an for under 
$ 1 00. Eventual ly . they wil l  also release an Ada 
subset , L ISP , Prolog,  and possibly SmallTal k 
packages. The Mooula- 2 and C p�kages wil l  be 
"optim izing" com pi lers, running two to four times 
faster than Turbo Pascal.  
Epson· s new HS- 80 Letterj et 1 nk.jet pri nter 
weighs four pounds, making it very portable,  and 
sells for $ 449. /\ heavier version , weighing six 
pounds and cal led the HS- 80T . costs $ 1 ,700 - -
but 1 s  Tempest cert1fied. 
Atari wi l l  ship its 520ST computer to users 
groups , not retai lers. The operati ng system , TOS 
( Tramiel Operating System ) ,  is ful l  of bugs, so has 
not been burned i nto ROM. Users wi l l  undoubtedly 
patch it to work , doing Atari 's work for them . As 
sh ipped, the $8_00 machine wi l l  have 5 1 2K RAM , 
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one bui lt- in  3 .5 "  disk dr ive , a keyboard,  and a 1 2 " 
b&w monitor , a l l  made in  Taiwan. Also incl uded 
wi l l  be either BASI C or Logo. Atar i clai ms the 
520ST wi l l  be i n  com puter showrooms sometime i n  
July. 
Atari also claims it wi l l  offer a 500 megabyte 
compact laser disk dr ive sometime this sum mer , 
priced at less than $ 500. 
Twin , a Lotus 1 - 2-3  clone , i s  rumored to be one 
item Atari i s  thi nking of i ncl uding in its 520ST 
package. 
Outrun , a brand- new company, has proouced 
Moclem Accelerator , an 1 B M  PC board with a 
32 ,000 word dictionary stored i n  ROM and custom 
tokenizi ng and com pression ch i ps. I ncluded with 
the $795 price is a spell i ng checker package that 
checks 500 words per second. Through tokenizi ng , 
a 1 200 baud mcxi:!m can transmit data at a 3600 
baud rate. 
Ya1docs 2. 0 is  avai lab le for the Epson OX- 1 O and 
- 1 6. Many users are greatly pleased with the 
software ,  but at least one Yokosuka resident 
complains about the size of the package ( it requires 
both disk drives , and leaves almost no room for 
user fi les) , and thinks Epson and Risi ng Star , the 
pack.age creator , oversold the product. 
Ri�i 11g Star has severed its exclusive 
agreement w1th Epson , and w i l l  release a version of 
Valcklcs for the Atar i 520ST . Valdraw w i l l  be 
avai lable in Ju ly ,  with the comm unications 
mooules, spreadsheet , and busi ness graphics 
coming out a month later . By 1 986 the disk 
management , word processor , data base, font 
design , ao::lress book , schedu.ler , and setup modules 
should be released. 
M 1crosoft has announced MSX - 2 , an expanded 
version of i ts low-cost operat ing system , very 
popular I n  both Japan and Europe. · MSX - 2  perm i ts 
use of a wider var iety of disk dr ives and other 
storaqa devices, has bu 1 l t- 1 n  telecommunicat ions 
features , offers 5 1 2X2 1 2  resolution in up to 256 
colors , and uses dedicated ch 1 ps for faster screen 
disp lays. 
Why you cen· t  expect a spectacular , wel l  
planned , innovative computer from AT&T : "Bel l 
Labs fs 9 ,000 PhD's connected by a park i ng lot. " 
On Moy 1 6 . Lotus changed i ts m ind and oocided it  
wou ldn' t be  such a boo Idea to sel l 1 - 2 - 3  to  the A ir  
Force and Navy� Under the Tempest m icrocomputer 
contract , the two serv ices wanted to purchase over 
8 ,000 copies of 1 - 2- 3 ,  but i nsisted the copy 
protection be removed. Lotus refused , but hes since 
decided i t  cou ld. force i tself to produce a special 
"Armed Forces" version which could  be I nsta l led on 
a hard disk and which wou ld a 1 1bw up  to five 
backups. The m i l t tary ls considering_ the offer. 
Tandy"s Model 1 0 0 0 , a popu lar I BM PC clone 
with lots of extras , is now sel l i ng for $ 999 , and 
the I 200HD , which incl udes a hard disk , for 
$ 1 999. Tandy ls dropp i ng the Model 4P , general ly 

considered the best made of all the 8- bit portables , 
· because of poor sales ,  but keepi ng the desktop Mcxi:!1 
4. 
Columb1a Data Systems ,  which recently f1 led 
for Chap. 1 t , has been ordered to l iquidate. 

Macintosh Software 
Seven disks of Macintosh software have been 
donated to the cl ub. YCC* 1 contains var ious desk 
accessories ( in particular , Ap 1 2c ,  MockWrite , 
MockP rint ,  Mock Term , Disk I nfo , and Extras) pl us 
Desk Accessory Mover 1 .4. YCC•2 contai ns a 
com plete col lection of standard fonts , p lus ca1ro-
1 2  & 36 , Chicago 9 & 24 , London 1 2  & 36 , Monaco 
1 0 & 20 , Seattle  1 0 & 20 , and Venice 24 & 28 . 
YCC•3 has several games, incl uding L i fe ,  M issle 
Command , Daleks , t ag:i ,  and Revers1 . YCC•-4 has 
several uti l ity programs , i ncluding many which 
requi re M icrosoft BASI C ( version 1 or 2 ) ,  among 
which is a nice disk cataloggi ng package. YCC•5 
has a new version of the Mac operating system 
( 4 . 1 ) , several MBASIC programs , and general 
tr ivia. YCC• 6  contai ns lots of MacPaint pictures 
and a couple uti l ities for manipulati ng pictures. 
YCC•7 has a strange operating system and an 
early version of Switcher , a multi - program uti l ity 
for 5 1  2K  Macs. 

Al l disks i nclude an operating system , and 
feature a surprise when you "boot" the disks with 
the reset button. These disks are not i n  the regular 
cl ub  l i brary , but are avai lable by contact1 ng the 
Newsletter Editor at 234- 4326 or USNH Box 65-
1 56 1  , FPO 98765. 

Great ly reduced view of pert of Eno·s master 
proj ect chart for Navy projects , as shown on 
M acP raj eel. 


